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BENGALURU, DHNS: Students
can approach the fee regu-
latory committee and lodge
complaints against individu-
al professional colleges that
charge beyond a 8% fee hike
| than the previous year. This,
| notwithstanding any consen-
i sual agreement that the col-
| leges enter into with the gov-
| ernment, Justice Shylendra
Kumar said on Thursday.
Justice Kumar, retired judge
of the High Court and chair-
| person of the Fee Regulation
| Committee, addressed the me-
| diaon Thursdaywithregardto
fee fixation. The fee pertains
to institutional quota seats in
private unaided colleges.

He said that the decision
of the committee on fee hike
would be final and that the
government could overrule
the decision only in “special
cases”. The chairperson said
such special cases will mean
that the government fixes a
fee that is less than that of the
annual fee hike recommended
by the committee.

“We will take action against
private colleges that will have
a fee hike of over 8%. This is
irrespective of whether the
government enters into a con-
sensual agreement with them
or not,” he said.

The committee could levy
a fine of Rs 10 lakh if individ-
ual colleges charge above the

Panel:;CompIain to
us if colleges charge
more than 8% hike

LI H.“H,“Mu‘w\

JUSTICE SHYLENDRA
KUMAR: Whatever the §
government may say,
the decision of the fee
fixation committee

shall prevail.

fee capped by it. However,
the committee can act only if
students lodge a complaint.
“We will not take up suo motu
complaints. Anonymous
complaints will be considered
based onthe meritof the case,”
headded.

Kumar said the chief min-
ister was not appropriately
briefed by the respective sec-
retaries. “If the government
has to enter into a consensual
agreementwiththese colleges,
where is the need for having
a fee regulation committee?”
he said. Colleges had raised
concerns that the committee
had written to them directly
without getting theapproval of
the governmentwithregard to
fee fixation. “We have marked
a copy to the chief secretary
and individual colleges. Last
year, when the Justice Guru-
rajan committee had fixed
a fee, the document was not
even opened and a consensual
agreement was entered into,”
said Kumar.



